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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
1. From the Editor's Desk
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Greetings, travellers, and well-met!

That's probably what I'd say in the Role-Playing or Live Games forums, 
where tales of sword and sorcery abound.  In the Singles forum, I'd ask, 
"What's your sign?"  Or in Gamebits, maybe I'd simply "press start to 
continue."

One of Syndicomm Online's best attributes is that it's of a size that can 
truly be considered a community.  It can be hard to establish meaningful 
relationships on a service where each face is one in four million.

But on Syndicomm Online, the faces of one forum are likely to seen 
elsewhere, too.  The Apple II user might be a closet video gamer, drawn 
out by a discussion outside the Apple II forum.  A coupon clipper might 
have something to say about his new PalmPilot.  Or the bookworm could be 
living her literary fantasies by joining in role-playing games.

Syndicomm's areas of interest are limited only by your own.  Seek out a 
forum that embodies your hobbies - or start your own.

Syndicomm.  What community would you like to visit today?

-Ken Gagne
Editor, Syndicommotion
writing@syndicomm.com

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
2. Syndicomm News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Promotions
----------
The Buddy Program, free video games offer, and Operation Douglas contest
mentioned in our last issue are all still in effect.  Visit
<http://www.syndicomm.com/news.html> for details.

Anti-Spam Techniques
--------------------
Syndicomm Online has made its mail filtering options even more robust by 
inserting headers that will help block spam.  This technique employs 
several "blacklists" (common sources of spam) that members of Syndicomm 
Online may wish to avoid.  See Category 3, Topic 6, Message 11 for full 
details.

Management Aliases
------------------
The operator of each forum can now be reached by emailing that forum's 
keyword at syndicomm.com.  For example, just as you'd access the HelpDesk 
forum by typing HELPDESK at any menu prompt, you can also email 
helpdesk@syndicomm.com for any questions or comments related to that 
forum.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
3. Forum Roster
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

All forums can be accessed by telnetting to syndicomm.com and typing the 
forum's respective keyword at any menu prompt.  Via web browser, surf to 
<http://www.syndicomm.com/communities/keyword> where "keyword" is that 
forum's keyword.  All email addresses are @syndicomm.com.

Forum               Keyword       Page   SysOp's Name       SysOp's Email
================    ==========    ====   =============      =============
HelpDesk            HELPDESK       150   Eric Shepherd      HELPDESK
Palm OS             PALM           590   Thomas Compter     PALM
Macintosh           MAC            605   Ed Reppert         MAC
Apple II Forum      A2             645   Ryan Suenaga       A2
Newton Alive        NEWTON         650   Kim Howe           NEWTON
Unix                UNIX           675   Wayne Arthurton    UNIX
Live Games          LIVEGAMES      810   Lisa McKleroy      LIVEGAMES
Family Fun & Games  FUN            820   Michele Greb       FUN
Role Playing Games  RPG            833   Michele Greb       RPG
Gamebits            GAMEBITS       850   Ken Gagne          GAMEBITS
Singles             SINGLES        910   Ken Gagne          SINGLES
Refunders' Refuge   REFUNDERS      915   Jamie Yates        REFUNDERS
Women's Life        WOMEN          940   Michele Greb       WOMEN
Fertile Grounds     FERTILE        950   Kathryn Holderman  FERTILE
Life w/Diabetes     DIABETES       955   Lora Harville      DIABETES
Prolific Quill      QUILL          990   Ken Gagne          QUILL
WTC Discussion      WTC           1600   Eric Shepherd      WTC

The Unix Forum is currently under construction.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
4. Forum News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Palm OS
Page 590
Keyword: PALM
-------------
It's been a busy month in the Palm Community.

What do you do when you drop your palm on the kitchen floor and break the 
glass?  Have you just lost your $200-500 investment?  Find out in 
Category 2, Topic 14: Cries for Help.

You can also look there learn about backlighting on early Palm models.

Have you bought an older Palm with a serial connection, and don't want to 
shell out for the official Mac Connection Kit from Palm?  You can find 
out how to manage without it in Category 12, Topic 10.

Gamebits
Page 850
Keyword: GAMEBITS
-----------------
Video games being adapted to film are rare, but not unheard of.  Just 
last year two such projects were well-received: Tomb Raider, starring 
Angelina Jolie; and the computer animated film, Final Fantasy: The 
Spirits Within.

The latest video game franchise to make the transition to the silver 
screen is Resident Evil, based on Capcom's survival horror game series.  
Starring Milla Jovovich, this movie invites players - ah, viewers - to 
witness the escape or a crack operations team from the zombie-infested 
Umbrella Corporation research facility.  Does this film hint at a return 
to the sub-par films that have video games as their source?  Or does 
Resident Evil go above and beyond the call for quality?  Visit Category 
5, where all movies based on video games are discussed.

Singles
Page 910
Keyword: SINGLES
-----------------
Country band Diamond Rio sings, "That's how your love makes me feel."

But how does love make YOU feel?

Is love akin to being lost in a steamy African jungle?  Wearing clothes 
fresh out of the dryer?  Finding Polaris, the one trustworthy star?  A  
perfectly-fitting glove?  Or do you want to join Diamond Rio as they 
"jump in the car, buy an ice cream, and see how far we can drive before 
it melts" - whatever that means?

Offer your own definition of love to the tapestry in the Singles Forum's 
Category 11, Topic 2: Advice Hotline. 

Prolific Quill
Page 990
Keyword: QUILL
--------------
Dragons and dragons and more dragons - oh my!  The world of Dragonlance 
is alive and well, thanks to recent discussions in the Prolific Quill 
forum.  Some of the first novels based on the popular Dungeons & Dragons 
role-playing game were set in the fantasy world of Dragonlance, where 
tales were told of heroes such as Tanis Half-Elven, Tasslehoff Burrfoot, 
and the mage Raistlin.  Their stories continue to be woven today, almost 
twenty years after the first book, "Dragons of Autumn Twilight".  Whether 
you're a Dragonlance veteran or a newcomer to the world, join the 
discussion now occurring in Prolific Quill's Fantasy category.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
5. Other News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Want to Start a Forum?
----------------------
Syndicomm has grown quickly this past year, due in no small part to its 
dedicated and ingenious development team.  But there's plenty more that 
everyone else can contribute, too!

Various members of Syndicomm have expressed interest in seeing the 
service grow to include specific forums.  They'd like the following 
topics to have their own discussion areas: TV/Movies/Music; Travel; 
Genealogy; Fiber/Textile. If you're interested in managing one of these 
or other communities, email contracts@syndicomm.com.

Offline Readers (OLRs)
----------------------
Currently, the only offline readers for Syndicomm are for the Apple II 
platform.  Syndicomm engineering is willing to work with any interested 
programmers and script writers who want to develop OLRs for Macintosh, 
Windows, or other operating systems. Email eng@syndicomm.com if 
interested.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
6. About Syndicommotion
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicommotion is written, edited, and published entirely using Apple II 
and Macintosh hardware and software.  Copyright (c) 2001 by Syndicomm. 
All rights reserved.  Syndicomm, Syndicomm Online, and Syndicommotion are 
trademarks of Eric Shepherd.
